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Aim of the blog 

To provide a forum for discussion informed by the study of women’s history in Ireland and 

elsewhere. This does not mean contributors need to be undertaking academic research 

themselves.  

 

Format of blog  

‘Features’ in the form of short essays of around 800 words in length, usually presenting research 

findings; the list of potential topics is vast and can range from profiling an archival collection, 

film, play, exhibition or other media output, providing historical context to a current debate, 

profiling an individual or almost anything else that is relevant and academically sound pertaining 

to women’s history. Please do contact the editor before drafting a feature essay if you are unsure 

whether or not your idea fits this format.  

 

Readership 

The aim of the WHAI is to promote research into the history of women in Ireland. To this end the 

readership will likely largely include historians at all stages of their career working in the fields 

of history, social science and women’s studies, as well as professional second level teacher 

sector, archivists and those with a personal interest in the history of Irish women. 

  

Style 

Features must, therefore, be accessible. They should be informed by historical understanding but 

not written exclusively for an academic audience. It is important that little if any background 

knowledge is assumed and that any technical language is omitted where possible or otherwise 

explained. Quotations should be given using ‘inverted commas’ and quotations within quotations 

should be marked ‘using “speech marks” within ‘inverted commas’.  

 

Weblinks  

Should be used when possible and this offers a more appropriate online alternative to formal 

referencing. For example, when quoting a historian, a link from their name can take the reader to 

either an online summary page for the journal article quoted or a relevant page for the book, 

which might be the book’s Google Books page or the title’s page on the publisher’s website. 

http://www.womenshistoryassociation.com/


Weblinks should be provided by the author and will be checked by the editor prior to publication. 

Providing useful webpage details can be extremely helpful and ensure your readers get linked to 

the most appropriate sources of further information online.   

 

Images  

Encouraged in all blog features but it is the author’s responsibility to secure the necessary usage 

permission where required. These might include photographs of the contributor or the topic under 

discussion, an image representing an archive that is reviewed in the piece, or the front page of a 

book being reviewed. Alternatively they may be images relevant to the historical or current 

affairs topic under discussion. We suggest that authors consult the vast array of copyright free 

images on Wikimedia Commons and Flickr Commons. Where the images are subject to 

copyright, it is also helpful if you are able to contact the copyright holder and request permission 

to use the image. The WHAI insists that each image must include credits and/or weblinks, as well 

as a caption.  

 

Submitting a proposal  

Email our blogging team in advance. If timing is not important, please feel free to send the full 

written piece to the editor. If you would like to see it posted quickly, perhaps while an issue is 

still topical or to coincide with an event or publication, it is advisable to contact the editor as soon 

as possible with a suggestion, ahead of writing, as we may have features lined up well in advance.  

 

Proposals, suggestions and queries should all be directed to the blog editor at whaiblog@gmail.com  
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